
PRESIDENTõS POST 

I wanted to introduce myself, Christa 
McManus, as the new President of our 

neighborhood association. For those  
of you who were able to attend our 
Annual Members Meeting in February, 
I was pleased to see you there and 

have the opportunity to meet and chat 
with you.  

 
I became President at the beginning of 
2010, and I'm happy to do what I can 
in this volunteer capacity for what we 
all care about ðour neighborhood. I am 
a 12 -year resident of York Chester. My 
love for this place we all call home is 

evidenced by the fact that we bought 
another house here after selling our 
first one in the neighborhood. My fam-
ily was growing, and we needed more 
space. Instead of heading to the sub-

urbs, I chose to stay, as I truly knew 

this was the neighborhood I wanted to 
continue living in with my family.  

 
I'm gratified to see the positive 
changes and improvements to York 
Chester, brought about by concerned 

residents such as yourselves, volun-
teers, our Board, neighborhood asso-
ciation members, and other local, state 
and national policy bodies that have 
similar goals of preserving and inject-
ing new life into areas such as ours.  

 
I'd like to extend an invitation to all of 
you who want to be a part of the good 
things happening in our neighborhood, 
to join in and volunteer in whatever 
capacity you can so that we together 
can continue to provide a legacy for 

future residents of York Chester. Our 
most valuable resources are the people 
like you who can make our shared 
dream of an even greater Historic Dis-
trict in Gastonia a reality. Please feel 
free to contact anyone on the 

Neighborhood Association Board to 
share your ideas, or to find out how 

you can also make a difference!  
ðChrista McManus, President  

president@yorkchester.org  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 

Executive Committee  

President   
Christa McManus  

Vice President  
Mark Blevins  

Treasurer  
Jane Cole  

Secretary  
Chelsea Barnes  

 
Committees  
 

Special Events  

Chelle Petty, Chair  
 

Website  
Steve Lawson, Chair  
 
Public Relations  
Michelle Grossman, Chair  
Rob Grossman, Vice Chair  
 
Environmental  
Enhancement  
Dino DiMeo, Chair  
 
Membership  
Jerry Tucker, Chair  

 

u 

YC CAR MAGNETS  
AVAILABLE!  

Featuring our YC logo.  
Please show your support for 
our neighborhood by display-
ing yours today. Magnets are 
available by contacting  
president@yorkchester.org  or 
at these local businesses.  

 Rodi,  

 Gas Pump,  

 Freeman's Pub,  

 Torrence Stationary.  

Map of ñRun for the Moneyò race on 
Sat., April 17. Race begins at 8am. 

Make plans for the road to be closed 
during the race.  
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RUN FOR THE MONEY RACE THROUGH 

YORK CHESTER NEIGHBORHOOD!  

Sat., April 17, 2009, 8am  

Approximately 1,400 runners and 
walkers participating in a certified 5K 
competitive run and 2K fun walk will 
wind through our beautiful neighbor-
hood to raise money and awareness 

for non -profit organizations in our 
community! YC neighbors and other 
spectators are encouraged to line the 
route cheering from 8 -9am as partici-
pants race to the finish line for this 
important fund raising event. Since its 

inception in 2003, Run for the Money  
has raised over $7.8 million for Gaston 

County non -profit organizations.  
 
Letôs spruce up our yards and show 
our support for those who are partici-
pating in improving our community 

through Run for the Money !  

mailto:president@yorkchester.org


2010 CANDLELIGHT HOME TOUR 

This year is the 100 th  Anniversary for 
our historic neighborhood, and we are 

off to a great year of celebration. The 
culmination of the year will be our fa-
mous Candlelight Home Tour. We are 
featuring homes this year that have 
never been on the tour. Our homeown-
ers are already preparing for the big 
event and undergoing some extensive 

renovations both inside and out. It will 
be amazing to see and you can capture 
some new ideas for your home.  
 

Sketches of homes on the tour will be 
drawn by our 2010 artist from Wil-
mington, Pat Bittenbender. Through 

her career she has worked for several 
cartoon studios and commercials. She 
is a free lance artist now and has a 
deep love for our historic structures.  
 
Our dearly loved sponsors help to 

make this evening possible. They will 
be featured in our program and on our 
beautifully highlighted signage on the 
front lawn of the sponsored home.  
 
This spectacular evening will be held 

December 4, 5 -9 pm. Our Friends of 

York Chester are looking forward to an 
evening of hospitality, laughter, peace, 
smiles, warmth, love, family, joy, 
beauty, sharing, friendship and shared 
celebration. Spread the word and look 
forward to this community tradition!  

ðChelle Petty  

Special Events Chairperson  

MEMBERSHIP  

Our very first annual Members Meeting 
was held on February 2, at Rodi. We 

were pleased to see the members who 
attended and all enjoyed a selection of 
great appetizers  
 
2010 Board members were introduced 
and gave brief remarks. Our outgoing 
President, Tory Borne, pointed out  

accomplishments over the past two 
years:  the street sign toppers,  
100 -year anniversary home plaques, 
car magnets, restarting of the quar-

terly newsletter, and a fantastic 2008 
Home Tour.  
 

Our incoming President, Christa 
McManus, spoke of projects the Board 
is considering, like new neighborhood 
signage to replace the aging signs at 
various entrances to York Chester.  
 

The meeting concluded with a Q&A 
session so the Board could gain insight 
into what memberôs thoughts are as to 
how we all can continue to make York 
Chester an outstanding place to call 
home. This is in line with one of the 

associationôs main goals - to reach out 

to members and residents and draw 
upon their many ideas to bring about 
positive change and action. As a result, 
we were very gratified to have several 
members volunteer to serve on com-
mittees to do just that!  

ðJerry Tucker  

Membership Chairperson  

Upcoming Events, 2010 

Yard Sale, May 15 

Fall Fling in October 

Candlelight Home Tour,  

Sat., December 4, 5-9pm 
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If you would like to receive 

neighborhood updates by  

e-mail, send your request to 

president@yorkchester.org. 
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Other Great Groups In Addition 

to our Board and Committees 

YC Neighborhood Watch 

 

Ask to be put on the email list  
for Neighborhood Watch news. 

yorkchester321@carolina.rr.com 
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York Chester  
National Historic  
District Neighborhood 
Association  
P.O. Box 2497  
Gastonia, NC 28053 -2497  

www.yorkchester.org  

York Chester Historic  
District Commission 

 
Meets the 4th Thurs. of each 
month, 6:30pm in the City Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 181 South 
Street. For design guidelines and 
applications for Certificates of 
Appropriateness (COA), go to 
www.cityofgastonia.com. 

Visit the Community Foundation 
website to learn more at 

www.cfgaston.org. 
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